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OMAR KHAYYAM AND PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 
By Hereward Carrington. 


There is a universal belief that every poet is also more or 
less of a prophet, and that in his verse there are to be found, 
if considered rightly, certain inner, mystical meanings; and 
that he displays a large amount of insight into, and knowl- 
edge of the essence of things, which is unobtainable by the 
writer of prose, and, in fact, such knowledge does not come 
to any but the true poet. That there is more or less founda- 
tion for this belief cannot be doubted, and it can readily be 
proved, I think, by considering any of the works of almost 
any poet we might care to discuss. This is, of course, par- 
ticularly the case in such avowedly mystical verse as that of 
Omar Khayyam, which deals with the deepest philosophical 
problems and shows that whatever the personal character of 
Omar might have been,—whether ascetic or not,—he was at 
least a profound thinker, and had a thorough knowledge of 
the science, the philosophy and the metaphysics of his day. 
So deeply involved in mysticism is some of Omar’s verse in- 
deed, that it is almost unintelligible to us, unless read in the 
light of the understanding which a study of metaphysics, of 
philosophy and of psychical research phenomena gives to us. 
Unless we are acquainted with the fundamental problems 
much of his poetry loses its true significance; but that Omar 
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Khayyam saw deeply into the inner meaning and mysteries 
of things there can be no question,—as I hope to make clear 
in the following brief discussion of some portions of his verse. 
The great problems of death and futurity; speculations as to 
the nature of the Deity; his relation to the world; fatalism, 
idealism, and many other deeply important questions were 
touched upon by Omar and treated in a manner which shows 
that he was acquainted with the great problems that had to 
be solved, though he had no means of solving them. Let us 
consider briefly some few of the stanzas in the light of mod- 
ern philosophy and metaphysics, and see if we can interpret, 
and render somewhat clearer, the inner meaning of some of 
these verses; and at the same time show how deeply Omar 
had studied and considered these great questions. Modern 
science has, of course, discredited the idea that heaven and 
hell are definite places, but rather accepts the idea that they 
are (if they exist at all), certain states or phases of develop- 
ment of the individual, who reaches a certain degree of per- 
fection according to his own efforts,—as the result of his 
work, and of that only; that is, he must himself achieve any 
results that are obtained, and while there are doubtless cer- 
tain degrees of happiness which are attainable in any future 
state (granting that such exists), it is now generally recog- 
nized that such happiness or development can only be 
reached as the result of our own individual effort, and not 
because of the partial preference of some external Deity. 
All life, all development, all growth must come from within, 
it must well upwards and outwards from a central spring of 
being; that is, we must always look inward instead of out- 
ward for the real spirit that animates the universe, and if 
this inner subjective being is spiritually blind, and lacking in 
apprehension and understanding, then no amount of external 
knowledge can impart such understanding, for “ real knowl- 
edge is spiritual and can only be perceived by the spirit.” 
Now, bearing this in mind, consider how beautifully Omar 
expressed these thoughts when he said: 
“TI sent my Soul through the Invisible, 
Some Letter of that After-life to spell: 


And by and by my Soul return’d to me, 
And answered, “I Myself am Heaven and Hell:” 
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Heav’n but the Vision of fulfill’d Desire, 

And Hell the Shadow froni a Soul on Fire, 
Cast on the Darkness into which Ourselves, 

So late emerged from, shall so soon expire.” 

Now let us consider this a little more fully. It will be 
noticed that Omar describes heaven merely as “ the vision of 
fulfilled desire,’—not the fulfillment itself; that is, it is al- 
ways a little beyond our actual realization and grasp, en- 
forcing in us a continued upward striving and effort, rather 
than the cessation of all such active effort—which its actual 
realization would bring. Consider now the second part of 
the verse, “‘ Hell the Shadow from a Soul on Fire.” Now, in 
the first place, anything that is “ on fire” does not itself cause 
a shadow, it causes light, and for a shadow to be caused, 
there must be an illuminated surface, and an opaque body 
introduced between the light and the illuminated surface, 


“ Cast on the Darkness into which Ourselves, 
So late emerged from, shall so soon expire.” 


Now I have just said that a shadow is not cast on dark- 
ness, but on an illuminated surface,—so that this verse would 
seem to be the exact opposite of the truth if we cannot find 
some other meaning than that which the actual words con- 
vey. Let us see if some other interpretation is not possible. 
Let us suppose a gas jet illuminating the side of a wall. It 
would, of course, cast light and not shadow, as I have just 
stated. But suppose that a far more brilliant light than the 
gas were suddenly to be introduced close behind the gas, 
what would be the effect? The outline of the gas flame, 
being so far less brilliant, would cast a shadow, though itself 
a light, and would act as an opaque body! Perhaps this 
verse would seem to signify that our own conscious life and 
will is so far less mighty and significant than that of the con- 
sciousness and will that is supposed to include us—that our 
own minds but serve to dim and disfigure and render less 
clear of expression the all-embracing consciousness of which 
we are presumably a fraction. 

Now let us consider Omar’s conception of the Deity him- 
self. Omar very clearly held to the theory of pantheism 
which our modern philosophical doctrine of idealistic monism 
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enables us to understand more thoroughly than was possible 
in Omar’s time; subject and object, perceiver and perceived, 
are but the two varying aspects of the one underlying cause 
which is equally both; and that Omar recognized this is 


clearly proved when he said, in speaking of the Deity and the 
drama of human life: 


“Which for the pastime of Eternity, 
He doth Himself contrive, enact, behold.” 


That Omar was a fatalist goes without saying, the idea of 
extreme fatalism running throughout his verse and rendering 
it at times, almost despairing in tone, at others rendering him 
indignant or scornful. Fatalism is a different thing from the 
modern philosophical doctrine of determinism, though both 
are opposed to free-will. We have, apparently, of course, 
free choice in all our actions; that is, we are enabled to do 
what we want to do; but determinism says that we are not 
enabled to do anything of the kind. The fact that we can 
apparently do so is mere illusion, and that our action is in 
every case determined by our previous actions, environment, 
mode of life and external and internal influences and causes; 
—so that, when any action is performed, it is the result of 
these influences and their necessary result; 7. ¢., we are never 
enabled to choose freely, or perform any action that is other 
than the direct and inevitable result of previous actions, 
thoughts and environment. If we could get a large enough 
mental perception and grasp, as it were, of such forces acting 
upon ourselves, we could see how it is that in other cases, our 
action is necessitated, and not the result of deliberate choice 
or free will,—though the illusion of free will will always be 
present. This differs from fatalism, as I understand it, in 
that it does not necessitate the planning or intervention of 
any external mind or Deity—other than the mental and phy- 
sical forces of the universe; while fatalism supposes an ex- 
ternal mind which has planned everything from the begin- 
ning, and each action and event as it occurs, is consequently 
inevitable, and has been planned from the very creation of 


things. Doubtless such thoughts prompted Omar to write 
Verse 73: 
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“With Earth’s first Clay They did the Last Man knead, 
And there of the Last Harvest sow’d the Seed: 
And the first Morning of Creation wrote 
What the Last Dawn ofi Reckoning shall read.” 


This idea that the universe is planned out, as it were, in ad- 
vance is somewhat different from the doctrine which main- 
tains that everything has, in a sense, actually happened,—we 
merely perceiving such actions as we reach certain states or 
stages in our journey through life; that is, all future events 
are actually existent at present, but the reason that we do not 
perceive them is that we have not yet arrived at the point of 
view that enables us to perceive them,—nor will we until the 
appropriate time has arrived. Perhaps we may be enabled 
to grasp this idea a little more fully when we consider the 
following simple analogy. Let us suppose ourselves on the 
hind platform of the rear car of a train which is travelling at 
a more or less rapid rate of speed. As the train moves, we 
perceive, at either side of us, altered scenery, and the country 
seems suddenly to be changed,—new scenes coming into 
view and others vanishing. But it will be seen that in this 
case the landscape newly perceived is not actually created; 
it does not come into being at the moment we perceived it; 
it has always existed, and the reason why it has not existed 
for us before, is that we have not been in a position to per- 
ceive it until that moment; and when the landscape recedes 
in the distance, it is not annihilated, but remains unaltered; 
but for us it has vanished—for the reason that we are no 
longer in a position to perceive it. Thus it is that events 
may perhaps exist in some real or “ noumenal ” world which 
are only perceived by us, as phenomena, at certain definite 
stages, or times for their perception. That we are, our- 
selves, but phenomena, shadows,—the result, perhaps, of the 
thought of some intelligence or Deity, was strongly sug- 
gested to Omar, and he meant to embody that thought, 
doubtless, in the following stanza: 


“We are no other than a moving row 
Of Magic Shadow-shapes that come and go 
Round with the Sun-illumined Lantern held 
In Midnight by the Master of the Show.” 
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At times Omar grew weary of his speculations and his 
philosophy, and relapsed into the attitude either of indigna- 
tion at the Deity who had set such insoluble problems for 
man to solve; or, at other times, he would advocate drowning 
all thought and reflection in the wine cup; while at still other 
times, the humorous aspect of the whole affair would dawn 
upon him with irresistible force, and he advised us to retire 


to some secluded spot, where we could forget all such prob- 
lems and 


“In some corner of the hubbub couched 
Make game of that which makes as much of thee!” 


Yet Omar, in the end, wished some such inspiration as faith 
or knowledge might give, and, after his renunciation of phil- 
osophy, and advocacy of peaceful retirement and contempla- 
tion, as the only method of gaining happiness, and the re- 
nouncing of one’s self to the inevitable,—still he raises a 
piteous cry for further knowledge, for more light, for greater 
inspiration and support when he wrote: 


“Would but the Desert of the Fountain yield 
One glimpse—if dimly, yet indeed, reveal’d, 
o which the fainting Traveller might spring, 
As springs the trampled herbage of the field!” 


This shows that Omar was after all but human, and that in 
spite of his renunciation of philosophy, and his advocacy of 
forgetting all but the present moment, he still desired and 
craved that for which all mankind craves—for which it con- 
tinues to strive. Whether or not our knowledge will ever 
be such as to place these problems beyond the realm of faith, 
and into that of certitude remains to be seen; but the means 
by which this can best be acomplished are, I think, the per- 
sistent and continued investigation of the problems that 
arise in connection with the study of Psychical Research. 


Editorial. 


EDITORIAL. 


The second number of the Proceedings has just been issued 
and contains the following papers: 

The first article is A Case of Clairvoyance, by Professor 
William James. The second is A Record of Experiences by a 
gentleman who desires his name withheld from publication. 
The next paper is entitled The McCaffrey Case and embodies 
an investigation of a remarkable dream, purporting to reveal 
buried treasure and which resulted in the finding of papers 
apparently representing great value. The last paper con- 
tains the results of an inquiry regarding the alleged move- 
ment of physical objects without contact, and is so entitled. 


A third number of the Proceedings will be issued in the au- 
tumn. 


It is important to mention one correction necessary in 
the June Journal, as it affects the sense of the statement so 
clearly. On page 339, lines 19 and 24 should read as follows, 
the mistake in altering the original sentence being due to 
the proof reader, and the error in spelling “ credible ” being 
due to the printer after the proofs were sent in. Other errors 
in the number we allow to stand. But the sentence referred 
to should read as follows, as it was in the original manuscript 
and proofs: 

“As a scientific body, pretending to employ strict scien- 
tific methods, we have to present such a mass of evidence as 
will satisfy the fundamental criterion of truth, which is suffi- 
cient frequency in the occurrence of alleged phenomena to 


make them credible as a systematic feature of the cosmic 
order.” 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything pub- 
lished under this head, and no indorsement is implied except 
that it has been furnished by an apparently trustworthy con- 


tributor whose name is given unless withheld at his own re- 
quest. 


The following case illustrates very clearly the extent to 
which we have to be on the alert in regard to the trust- 
worthiness of alleged facts. I quote it solely because it is 


so a propos of the precautions which are so necessary in this 
work. 


New York, May roth, 1906. 
On May 3rd I received the following letter which explains 
itself. It was written as indicated the previous day. 


May 2nd, 1906. 
My dear Dr. Hyslop: 

For some years I have successfully developed various oc- 
cult powers in a number of people; recently I learned of your 
great investigating work, and I would be pleased to meet you 
and present to you one of my subjects if this'is agreeable to you. 
Kindly let me know. 


Very truly yours, 
L. S. 


I replied that I would be very glad to meet the man with 
his subject. On May 8th I received a reply from the gentle- 
man saying he would call with his subject on May toth. He 
promptly reported with a lady whom he introduced as his 
wife. He was to call about 1o A. M., but some mistake in 
cars detained them until about 10.30. 

When they arrived I proceeded to interview them in re- 
gard to their phenomena and ascertained that the man had 
received communications from the sun and had perfectly defi- 
nite views about things in that place with a definite theory 
about the conditions which made life possible there. Appar- 
ently both were sincere about their experiences, and I ex- 
plained the difficulties of accepting anything of the kind 
without careful records which they said they had not kept. 
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I explained to them Flournoy’s case of alleged communica- 
tions from the planet Mars. The conversation then turned 
to what the man had done to experiment in this way and he 
explained that he had used magnets and crystals to bring 
about his results. I may add here that I saw magnets and 
crystals in his apartment afterwards. 

After our conversation ended regarding the communica- 
tions from the sun the man remarked that he heard I was in- 
terested in communications from the dead and said he also 
received such in his experiments. I expressed my interest 
in trying for this immediately. This we proceeded to do. 

The man lit some incense and placed it in a metal cup to 
burn for a few minutes and his wife threw back her head on 
the back of a chair. In two minutes she was apparently in 
a trance and the communications began in a somewhat in- 
terrupted manner. It is not important to give the record 
as it was wholly irrelevant to me and showed neither perti- 
nence nor any indications of previously acquired knowledge 
about me or my relatives when this would have been very 
easy on their part. But at the close the woman suddenly 
cried out: “ Wake me up quick; Arthur is dead.” I marked 
the time, 11.30 A. M. The man awakened the woman and 
she said that the child at their house was dead. She was 
sure of it and that they had left him well. She said he had 
had a fall some two weeks previous. The man appeared some- 
what concerned and wanted to calm her. I remarked that I 
thought they would find the fear unwarranted and the whole 
thing was a result of subliminal action. But I asked them 
to let me know if anything had taken place when they arrived 


at home. The next evening I received the following letter 
from the man. 


May 11th, 1906. 
My Dear Sir: 

The following is the explanation in regaid to the cry: “ Ar- 
thur is dead.” The little boy had climbed onto his swing and, 
without holding himself, swung back and forth and sideways; 
suddenly he fell, and so unfortunately that his head struck an 
iron toy. The nurse tried for some time to revive him, and 
when she did not succeed, called to the maid to phone for the 
doctor, adding “ Arthur is dead.” 
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She knew the time was about 11:30 because that was our lit- 


tle baby’s feeding time and she had prepared some food after 
telling the maid to phone. 


The boy regained consciousness after some hours. He may 
recover. 


Very truly, 
L. 


On the day of the experiment it was not made clear to 
me that the child was not their own, but that was my im- 
pression in the excitement, as something was said indicating 
that it was arelative’s. On receiving the above letter, how- 
ever, I resolved as soon as possible to go and make a per- 
sonal investigation of the facts. I could not go until Sunday, 
May 13th, which I did. 

On arrival I went up stairs to their apartment and was 
met at the back door by the wife and she directed me to the 
front door, where I would be admitted. I went back and 
was immediately met by the man. The apartment was a 
very modest one and poorly furnished. Magnets, crystals, 
etc., were about the room and I soon explained my errand. 
The man said the child had gone to New Haven and was 
much better. He said the family lived in the next apart- 
ment and I expressed a desire to see some one in the family 
He remarked that he thought they would not like to have 
the facts published. But he thought his wife might persuade 
the family to tell the facts, but he said his wife had gone out 
and left him alone at home and that nothing could be done 
then about it. He was willing to write to me about the 
matter and let me know the facts. 

The reader can see that there was certainly one falsehood 
in the story, as I had met the wife at one door and the man 
at another, he not knowing that I had seen his wife, and she 
being the same person that had been with him at my resi- 
dence. It was clear that he did not want me to ascertain the 
exact facts in the case. 

I quote this instance as a good illustration of the ordeal 
through which every allegation has to pass before it can be 
accepted as evidence of a supernormal coincidence. Every 
individual must expect an investigation of incidents with the 
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view to some discrimination between them and such as are 
untrue. We are constantly exposed to dangerous pitfalls 
in these phenomena, and newspaper lying and misrepresenta- 
tion have made it tenfold more difficult than was formerly 
the case to authenticate alleged experiences. There was 
probably in the instance above recorded a desire on the part 
of the persons who came to me to obtain employment in 
this work or to sell their wares. They were too ignorant of 
the subject for us to treat this desire as in any sense criminal. 
I am quite willing to concede that it was excusable under 
the circumstances. But whatever the apology for such ac- 
tion, the circumstance does not serve as a defence of the alle- 
gations made. The story only shows what must be ex- 
pected of a scientist if he is to obtain any credit for phenom- 
ena claiming to be supernormal in their character. No inci- 
dent can be accepted at its superficial value and no person 
can expect the credulous acceptance of his experiences with- 
out some measure of investigation to authenticate their al- 
leged character. Respectability and general honesty may 
suffice to obtain notice for one’s statements, but these char- 
acteristics at least must be determinable as a condition of 
scientific consideration. 
JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


DREAM.—Coincidental. 


The following is an account of a dream which might have 
been instrumental in its own fulfillment. The account shows 
that the subject of it evidently acted on the suggestion which 
the dream occasioned. The writer states in a separate letter 
that the dream occurred in 1903. The narrative was written 
on October 21st, 1905, and was sent to The Woman’s Home 
Companion for publication there with a large number of other 
coincidental phenomena, but was turned over to me by the 
Editor. Inquiry of the gentleman resulted in confirmation 
of his story. The coincidence does not involve any proof 
of the supernormal, but is one of those incidents which we 
can accept as quite credible in itself, tho exposed to scep- 
ticism if any large theories were dependent upon it. It has 
the character of a premonition, but lacks the evidential qual- 
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ity of such, not because the facts of the dream are dubious, 
but because the fulfillment is a possible result of auto-sug- 
gestion. In other words, the incident is one in which we 
may accept the facts as true and yet question any super- 
normal explanation that might be offered. The incident 
occurred in connection with the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of Middletown, Pa., in the experience of a former pastor 
there who writes from a later pastorate. 


“One night—I think it must have been a Wednesday night— 
I dreamt that I was standing in my pulpit on a Sunday morning 
(for I am a preacher) preaching to my people. Everything was 
very vivid and real. I saw the whole surroundings of church 
and congregation clearly. I was usging the people to labor for 
the salyation of their friends. Before closing I turned my re- 
marks to any unsaved who might be present. I said: ‘ Unsaved 
one! what have I been doing? I have been urging these people 
not to labor to save themselves, but to labor to save you. Now 
should you not be interested in yourself.’ Then, stepping from 
the pulpit to the altar rail, I said, holding out my hand, is there 
one who will come and by taking me by the hand declare by 
that to this congregation that he will become a follower of the 
Lord Jesus. Instantly a man, 70 years of age, by the name of 
Mr. H—————-, walked out and took my hand. 

“When I awoke in the morning the dream was clearly in my 
mind. Thinking about it, I said, now I do not believe in dreams 
particularly, but here I have made a sermon in my sleep. I will 
repreach that as nearly as I can. I will act out the whole dream 
as I had it. I will step down and hold out my hand and give the 
same invitation as I did in my dream and see what comes of it. 

“Without telling any one of the matter I prepared accord- 
ingly. When I appeared before the congregation that Sunday 
morning I was encouraged by seeing the man of my dream in 
the congregation. I went through with the sermon as I had 
been doing in my dream, and when I held out my hand and 
gave the invitation, to the astonishment of the large audience 
and my delight Mr. H—————-, the man of my dream, came out 
and took me by the hand, as I had seen him do in my dream. 

“ He was a man well thought of in the community and many 
efforts had been made by others to get him to declare himself 
for Christ and join the church. When a former pastor heard of 
the matter he sent me a letter congratulating me that I had 
managed to win him. 

“Yours in search of the truth, 


“REV. R. H. CRAWFORD.” 
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The incident beyond the mental control of the narrator 
was the actual conversion and action of Mr. H————; but 
we might regard this as a chance coincidence, tho many 
similar coincidences might suggest something else. With a 
view to ascertaining how much chance’ might have done in 
the case I asked the narrator the extent of his acquaintance 
and experience with the man and he replied that he had met 
him as a pastor meets his people, had visited his family, and 
spent half an hour or so in conversation with him. He had 
also met him on the street and saw him at other times at ser- 
vices. Mr. H———— sat on the extreme left of the minister 
and seven seats from the front or about the middle of the 
tiers of seats. Apparently, therefore, there were influences, 
internal and external, acting on the mind of Mr. H———— to 
declare himself on religious matters and we might assume 
that the occasion had made the minister specially earnest and 
impressive, so that we can imagine the coincidence to have 
been one of chance, in so far as the supernormal is concerned, 
tho possibly causal if we take the natural course of things on 
the occasion. This does not erase the coincidence nor re- 
move its interest as such, tho it may deprive it of evidential 
importance in favor of more than the usual causal agencies 
in such instances. But the main fact is that we do not re- 
quire to be sceptical of the facts in the case. The doubt must 
apply to any alleged explanation, and so the incident comes 
as one which it is not difficult to believe in respect of its con- 
tents and apparent significance. 

A letter from a gentleman to whom Mr. Crawford re- 
ferred me says that he knew this Mr. H as a man entirely 
indifferent to religious matters. 


MEDIUMISTIC.—Predictions. 


The next case has more striking coincidences in it, and 
represents an experiment with a medium. I can vouch for 
the trustworthy source of the narrative as it comes from an_ 
uncle of my own. He is a man of scrupulous religious be- 
liefs and habits, belongs to the Calvinistic faith, and has never 
been in the habit of either consulting or experimenting with 
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mediums. This adventure was the result of a casual resolu- 
tion, and, to make the experiment, my uncle visited a town 
forty miles distant from his home. He is a business man 
known as any similar man would be known in his community, 
but is not publicly known in the country in which he carries 
on his business. He is of a quiet and retiring character, 
makes few intimate friends, and is not widely known as a 
man in any respect. He is interested specially in religious 
and missionary matters and is an intelligent person regarding 
these and his business affairs. He would not be known in 
the circle of persons interested in psychic research, as he has 
carefully kept such interest as he may have in the subject 
from the knowledge of his most intimate family connections 
as well as others. Consequently he would not be readily 
known in mediumistic circles. The following experience was 
told me last summer, as remarked below, and was afterward 
written out for me. The dates will show the relation of the 
narrative to the fulfillment of the predictions made to him. 
As I have remarked, my uncle visited a town forty miles dis- 
tant to have his experiment, casually undertaken, and ac- 
cording to his statement to me did not reveal his identity at 
the time. The following is his account of the results given 
from memory: 


; , Oct. 24th, 1905. 
Mr. James H. Hyslop, 


New York City, 
My Dear Nephew: 


Your letter of Oct. 2nd came duly to hand, but I have been 
so exceedingly busy with all the details of our new building and 
moving our business into it, that I have not had time to answer. 

The medium with whom I talked had never seen nor heard of 
me and could have no idea of who I was, or anything pertaining 
to my individuality. She sat me down at a small table, sat her- 
self down at the other side, took mv right hand in her right hand, 
put her elbow on the table and her left hand over her eyes. 
Everything was still for two or three minutes, when she re- 
marked :— 

“T see you returning from a long journey; you are coming 
from the East. I think your journey extended beyond the ex- 
treme eastern part of our country into some foreign land.” She 
immediately added, “ You will start on another journey in a few 
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days, going toward California.” I said, “No, I am not going 
on any such journey.” “ Yes, you are,” was the prompt reply; 

“you may not know anything about it now, but you will start 
not later than four or five days at the farthest. You will go to 
meet a gentleman on important business matters. You may not 
go as far as California, but I see you already on your way to 
meet them.” 

This interview v as Friday P. M., and on Sunday evening I 
received a telegram requesting me to meet three gentlemen 150 
miles south of this place. 

She resumed :—* Your mother is in the spirit world. You 
were her favorite child. She died suddenly when you were 
away from home. You were very ill yourself when you received 
the message to go to her. You were scarcely able to travel, but 
she died the day before you reached home. She left a loving 
message for you. She should not have died. The physicians 
did not understand her case at all; had they done so, she could 
easily have recovered.” 

She also said: “I see two elderly ladies in your home. One 
of them will soon be in the spirit world.” This came true two 
or three weeks later in the death of Aunt Cora. 

“T see in your home a young woman, 30 or a little more, 
years of age. She will start on a journey toward the East in a 
few days. The sooner she goes the better. Some people are 
trying to make serious trouble for her, but she will succeed. I 
see another young woman about the same age—these two are 
about the same height, both fair complexioned, both have blue 
eyes. The second one has with her two little children; she will 
leave your home in a few days, going in the opposite direction.” 

I do not remember further details of the conversation, but 
all of the statements she made which were not true at that time 
came true in a very short time, just as she said they would. 

Your aunt continues about as when you were here. She 
keeps up wonderfully well. Remember us to your little boy. 

Your affectionate uncle, 


519 West 149th St., New York. 


Oct. 30th, 1905. 

I received the above letter this morning. It is from my 
uncle who told me personally these incidents when I visited 
him in ————— this summer during August, the last of the 
month. He has omitted one incident from the present nar- 
rative which I shall add. It related to his wife, my aunt by 
blood. The medium also predicted her ‘death in two years 
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from the time of the sitting. She is an invalid and has been 
an invalid for many years. Also my uncle does not state in 
his letter when the sitting was held. I asked for dates as far 
as possible. But in the conversation with me on my visit he 
said the sitting was about a year ago, and only a short 
time before my aunt Cora died. The prediction in her case 
came true, as the account indicates, and it remains to be seen 
if the second one occurs. 
JAMES H. HYSLOP. 


June 7th, 1906. 

- On May 28th (1906) I wrote my uncle to make inquiries 
in regard to the details of his record and the following are 
the results. 

My uncle had returned from Palestine only a short time 
before. The telegram called him into Oregon, south of his 
home. He was the favorite child of his mother. She died 
very suddenly with what the doctors diagnosed as congestion 
of the liver. It was the opinion of a friend that her life 
could have been saved and it was admitted that her case was 
not fully understood. My uncle was very ill at the time he 
received the message to come to her bedside and was scarcely 
able to travel. He arrived after her death. 

His two younger daughters were at his home at the time 
of the sitting, and one of them had two children: the other 
none. There was no reason at the time to suppose that any 
one was making trouble for her in the east, but when she 
arrived in the east to which place she already intended going 
she found that some one was making trouble in a very im- 
portant matter. The other sister left in a few days after the 
sitting and went northwest. The sitting was held about 
October Ist, 1904. My aunt Cora died on October 11th, 
1904, and my aunt on April 24th, 1906. 

Taking the account as it stands I think no one would sup- 
pose that the statements of the medium were due to guess- 
ing. ‘They are most probably not due to chance of any kind. 
But whether we could attribute them to any supernormal 
process of acquiring information will depend on conditions 
that are not specified in the account and that are, perhaps, 
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not now determinable, Personally I think it most probable 
that my uncle was not known by the woman to whom he 
went. He was not personally known to her nor was she to 
him. But there are other important weaknesses evidentially 
in the account which make it unnecessary to urge the possi- 
bility of previous knowledge by the medium. I shall enu- 
merate these defects which a critic and sceptic would most 
naturally put forward. 

(1) Nocontemporary record was made of the facts. The 
whole account was given to me more than a year after the 
occurrence of the events. (2) There is no consideration of 
what the sitter may have said or asked on the occasion. Nor 
is there any indication of the irrelevancies and errors which 
were most probable in the unremembered statements of the 
medium. Apparently only the hits are recalled. 

A most important fact to be remarked in regard to the 
experience is that my uncle, according to his own specific 
statements in answer to inquiries, had never visited a medium 
before in his life and went in this case in consequence of some 
suggestion of an acquaintance, and went himself only out of 
curiosity. It was not with any serious purpose, scientific or 
otherwise, that he went. But as the matter was suggested 
to him by what a friend had told him, I had to make in- 
quiries to ascertain whether this person might have con- 
sciously or unconsciously deceived him by imparting informa- 
tion to the medium. The response to my inquiries brought 
out the fact that the friend’s name must be kept confidential ; 
that he was not a spiritualist ; that he was a person who could 
be trusted entirely and would not deceive any one in the 
manner conceived; that my uncle had known of his visiting a 
medium but once, and that the friend did not suggest visiting 
the medium by any advice or recommendation. The sug- 
gestion was but that of example. 

While the incident cannot be quoted as possessing evi- 
dential value of itself it certainly represents to me a justifi- 
cation for inquiry. I happen to know my uncle well enough 
not to turn the facts away in the usual manner in which the 
scientific man, perhaps excusably, disregards similar narra- 
tives. The incidents are hardly due to chance or guessing 


4 q 
_ 
4 
i 


368 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


and if we were absolutely assured against a natural scepticism 
we might use the incidents as evidential of something super- 
normal. I shall not give this value to them taken alone. But 
they at least invoke the spirit of inquiry. Personally I am 
inclined to believe that the incidents are supernormal, tho I 
could not adduce the facts as satisfactory proof of this char- 
acter. It is my experience with instances which are eviden- 
tial and which exhibit the same characteristics that induces 
me to classify the phenomena as most probably supernormal 
and of the spiritistic type. 

It may strengthen this judgment of them to mention the 
results of some experiments which I have since had with 
two mediums. It was impossible, under the circumstances, 
for either of them to have ‘had any previous knowledge of 
the facts, as they involved events that had occurred three 
thousand miles distant and the mediums were not profes- 
sional, one of them in no sense of the term, and the other 
limiting her work largely to friends. 

In the latter of these cases the name of my uncle was 
spontaneously given and I was told that his wife was pres- 
ent. When I asked for her name I received at once the cor- 
rect name. A few weeks afterward, when experimenting 
with Mrs. Smead, whose case has been briefly described in 
the Annals of Psychical Science, my father purporting to com- 
municate, indicated that this aunt had been mentioned 
through another medium and gave her name. The most in- , 
teresting feature of the message was the fact that her name 
was spelled wrongly, but in precisely the way in which this 
name had been spelled in the Piper experiments, tho not 
referring to this aunt. Through another private case the 
same mistake was made in spelling this name. 


APPARITION. | 


The following incident is one of several which I have re- 
ceived from the same person. The present one is substan- 
tiated by the person who witnessed the occurrence. 
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Versailles, Ind., April 17th, 1907. 
Prof. James H. Hyslop, New York. 
Dear Sir: 

Inclosed you will find a true experience of mine, which you 
can use. While it is nothing startling, to me it was exceedingly 
interesting, and you may be able to get something out of it. 

Respectfully, 


ANNA STOCKINGER. 


It was one evening in August, two years ago, when Miss 
Nellie Schwartz, a trained nurse, and I sat in our room with the 
lamp light burning dimly. We had not beén seated long when 
I saw the form of a young man enter and stand at her right as 
she sat opposite me. I described him to her, first telling her 
his name. He said his name was Ollie Warren. I heard both 
names distinctly given together. Never had I heard the names 
before. His clothes were faded and- brown and seemed too 
loose for him, for he looked shrunken in them, so very thin was 
he. As he stood there I became conscious of a strong feeling of ° 
tobacco, but I couldn’t get rid of the thought of tobacco. I 
thought, Oh, if he would only leave. Such a strong feeling of 
repugnance came over me that I said to Miss S., “ Oh, I do wish 
he would go, I don’t like to have him here, I wish he would 
leave!’ As she said nothing, I felt stronger than ever that she 
was to blame for his presence, and I fell to blaming her 
(mentally). Then he spoke. “ Tell her,” he said, “I have 
come to thank her for what she did for me in my last hours,” 
and he looked so shamefaced all the while he stood there, that I 
almost began to feel sorry. “ Nellie,” I said, “ I believe he must 
have had consumption, for he is so very thin.” ‘“ No,” she said, 
“he passed out with delirium tremens! I could not resist his 
piteous appeals and so gave him small amounts of alcohol, con- 
trary to the doctor’s orders, till he passed away.” I saw him 
stand there exactly as a remorseful man would, looking so 
shamefaced that I would have felt sorry had not this great and 
unusual feeling of repugnance borne down upon me at sight of 
him. After delivering his message he disappeared. His nurse 
had never to my knowledge mentioned his name in my hearing 
nor had she spoken of him, and she did not recollect the young 
man nor the part she played till this reminder. If this state- 
ment is not all correct, as she remembers the incident, she will 
append a statement to that effect below this one of mine. 


ANNA STOCKINGER. 


I can truthfully say the above written by Miss Stockinger is 
absolutely true, and many more incidents equally as interesting. 


(MISS) N. SCHWARTZ. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[The following correspondence explains itself and will 
serve as the correction of an error that unwittingly crept 
into our printing of the article by Dr. MacDougall.—Editor. ] 


Philadelphia, June toth, 1907. 
Dr. James H. Hyslop, 


No. 519 West 149th St., New York, 
Dear Sir :— 

The May number of the Journal contains a statement of ex- 
tremely interesting experiments by Duncan MacDougall, M. D., 
in weighing the bodies of persons at the moment of death. 
There is one point which I do not understand, and seems to in- 
volve an error either in the determined weight lost, or as a mis- 
print. On page 239 the report states “ The loss was ascertained 
to be three-fourths of an ounce.” On pages 267, 268, it is stated, 
“It took the combined weight of two silver dollars to lift the 
beam back to actual balance. On weighing these they were 
found together to weigh three-fourths of an ounce.” 

Now, silver dollars weigh exactly one ounce each, unless they 
have lost slightly by long usage; and therefore the weight of the 
two silver dollars showed a loss of two ounces at the moment of 
death instead of three-fourths of an ounce. 

Yours respectfully, 


A. C. KNOWLTON. 


Haverhill, Mass., June 12th, 1907. 
My Dear Dr. Hyslop: 

In answer to yours of yesterday, would say that the words 
“two silver dollars” were a misprint. It should have read, 
“two silver half-dollars.” It read so in the manuscript, but your 
printer made the error. The two silver half-dollars, if new, 
would have weighed an ounce, but they were not new; one was 
coined in 1858, and is quite badly worn; the other was coined in 
1894, and is slightly worn. I weighed them again this morning, 
and found they weigh together 376 grains, which was the exact 
weight, as I remember the weight of the test. That is so near 
three-fourths of an ounce (360 grains) that I called itso. These 
half-dollars have lain in my safe ever since that night of the first 
test. They were used merely as a matter of convenience, as I 
did not want to disturb the shifting weight on the beam after it 
fell when the patient died. I began with smaller coins placed on 
the scale, but finally brought the beam back to the balance with 
the two silver half-dollars. _ $incerely yours, 


D. MacDOUGALL. 


